Nature of Seed Dormancy in Phacelia tanacetifolia.
The inhibiting effect of light on germination of Phacelia tanacetifolia seed is overcome by removing the tip of the endosperm; however, immersion in solutions of high osmotic pressure reinstates the light sensitivity. Inhibition of germination by high temperature behaves similarly. Dormancy is ascribed to balance between mechanical constraint by the endosperm and "expansive force" of the embryo.